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http://www2.ed.gov/teachers/nclbguide/toolkit_pg10.html 
 

01d Law Reference: Department of Education Organization Act. A bill signed into law, October 17, 1979; See 
Library of Congress Summary (excerpts):  
Title I – Findings and Purpose 
Declares the purpose of this Act to be:  

(1) To strengthen the Federal commitment ensuring access to equal educational opportunity for every American; 
(8) To prohibit Federal control of education; and  
Prohibits the withholding of funds from schools on the basis of any requirement imposed by the Secretary or the 
Department. Stipulates that Department regulations shall not have the standing of Federal statutes 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/96/hr2444 
 

01e Law Reference: Prohibition on Nationalized Curriculum, Section 9527.  
SEC. 9527. PROHIBITIONS ON FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS. Excerpts: 
 

(a) GENERAL PROHIBITION.-Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize an officer or employee of the 
Federal Government to mandate, direct, or control a State, local educational agency, or school's curriculum, program 
of instruction, or allocation of State or local resources, or mandate a State or any subdivision thereof to spend any 
funds or incur any costs not paid for under this Act. 
 

(b) PROHIBITION ON ENDORSEMENT OF CURRICULUM.-Notwithstanding any other prohibition of Federal 
law, no funds provided to the Department under this Act may be used by the Department to endorse, approve, or 
sanction any curriculum designed to be used in an elementary school or secondary school. 
 

(c) PROHIBITION ON REQUIRING FEDERAL APPROVAL OR CERTIFICATION OF STANDARDS.  
http://nche.hslda.org/docs/nche/Issues/N/NCLBSec9527.asp 
 

01f Law Reference: From HSLDA (Home School Legal Defense Association - advocates for homeschooling) Why 
Congress should reauthorize section 9527 to prohibit nationalized curriculum. Excerpts from Section 9527 of 
NCLB, PROHIBITION ON FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS:  
 

9527(C): PROHIBITION ON REQUIRING FEDERAL APPROVAL OR CERTIFICATION OF STANDARDS 
 

9527(1): IN GENERAL.-Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal law, no State shall be required to have 
academic content or student academic achievement standards approved or certified by the Federal Government, in 
order to receive assistance under this Act.  
 

“We urge Congress to reauthorize this language and strengthen it to make it absolutely clear that the federal 
government has no authority to mandate or endorse any curriculum or standards.” ―William A. Estrada, Director of 
Federal Relations, HSLDA  
http://www.hslda.org/docs/nche/Issues/N/NCLBSec9527.asp 
 

01g U.S. Department of Education: under the Department of Education Organization Act. Excerpts:  
Title I General Provision, 
 

Section 101 (1): education is fundamental to the development of individual citizens and the progress of the Nation; 
 

Section 101 (2): there is continuing need to ensure equal access for all Americans to educational opportunities of a 
high quality, and such educational opportunities should not be denied because of race, creed, color, national origin, or 
sex. 
 

Section 102 (1): to strengthen the Federal commitment to ensuring access to equal education opportunity for every 
individual;  
 

Section 103 (a): … The establishment of the Department of Education shall not increase the authority of the Federal 
Government over education… (b) No provision of a program administered by the Secretary or by any other officer of 
the Department shall be construed to authorize the Secretary or any such officer to exercise any direction, supervi-
sion, or control over the curriculum, program, administration or personnel of any accrediting agency or association, or 
over the selection or content of library resources, textbooks, or other instructional materials by any educational 
institution or school system, except to the extent authorized by law.  
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/what_pg2.html 
 

01h Law Reference: Correspondence from music teacher Bonnie Skolnik to Secretary Duncan (DoED), September 
16, 2010.  
http://www.allartsallkids.org/references/legal_reference_01.pdf 
 

01i Law Reference: Correspondence from US DOE to music teacher Bonnie Skolnik. October 6, 2010. Includes 
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o A. 14th Amendment. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws. (pg 10) 

o “The Equal Protection Clause directs that ‘all persons similarly circumstanced shall be treated alike.’ F.S. 
Royster Guano Co. v. Virginia, 253 U.S. 412, 415 (1920)”. (pg 15)  

http://www.allartsallkids.org/pdf/DueProcessEqualProtectionManual.pdf 
 

02.2b The question that’s haunted [democrat] Gov. Jerry Brown for 50 years. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. “He said he opposes national education education standards because ‘that’s just a form of 
national control.’”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/28/the-test-question-I-haunted-gov-jerry-brown-for-50-years/ 
 

02.2c Report: Common Core poses legal questions. March 3, 2012. Lindsey Burke, The Heartlander Institute. 
Highlights of “The Road to National Curriculum.” For complete original version, refer to reference 05.2j. “The 
Road to National Curriculum: The Legal Aspects of the Common Core Standards, Race to the Top, and Conditional 
Waivers.” 
http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2012/03/03/report-common-core-poses-legal-questions 
 

02.2d Controlling education from the top: Why Common Core is bad for America. #87, May 2012, A Pioneer 
Institute and American Principles Project White Paper, by Emmett McGroarty and Jane Robbins. Includes legal 
analysis.  
http://pioneerinstitute.org/download/controlling-education-from-the-top/ 
 

02.2e Is a small amount of federal funding controlling education in Alabama? September 9, 2012. D. Crowe, Press-
Register. John Hill, al.com. (Included are examples of illegal federal meddling. Many more are within these 
references.) 
http://blog.al.com/press-register-commentary/2012/09/is_a_small_amount_of_federal_f.html 
 

02.2f Refer to ref link #9 for negligently long-overdue action on civil-rights education issues.  
 

03a Facing the unhappy day: Three aspects of the high stakes testing movement. Winter, 2001. Kansas Journal of 
Law and Public Policy. 2002 prophetic comments. Many opposed NCLB and forecast its failure for students before 
and after it became law. Yet, lawmakers, U.S. Department of Education and incoming president Bush didn’t listen 
and learn nor trial-test before putting futures at risk for students and for America. ―John Charles Thompson, Parents 
and Students for Music and Arts 
http://www.allartsallkids.org/references/facing_unhappy_day_excerpts.pdf 
 

03b Educator: The many reasons ‘I am ashamed to be part of the system’. July 22, 2014. From Valerie Strauss, 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by a 25-year experienced teacher, counselor, administrator and 
other positions in two Maryland public school systems, and who wished to remain anonymous out of fear of 
reprisal. Excerpt: “Public educators being ashamed of being part of the system is nothing new; we admit it to 
ourselves all the time.  Maybe admitting it to people outside our schools is new. Educators, as a species, do not like to 
rock the boat but maybe it is time for more of us to start telling the emperor that he has no clothes, because let’s face 
it, he is stark naked!”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/07/22/educator-the-many-reasons-i-am-ashamed-to-be-part-of-the-
system/ 
 

03c ‘Let’s stop measuring fish by how well they climb trees’. May 24, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post.  “Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its 
whole life believing that it is stupid.” -Albert Einstein. Excerpts from “Toxic Culture of Education” speech at a 
TEDx talk given by Joshua Katz, high school math teacher from Florida: “We have created a “Toxic Culture of 
Education” in our country that is damaging students, impacting our economy, and threatening our future. Since the 
passage of No Child Left Behind, we have embraced a culture of high stakes testing and are perpetuating a false 
sense of failure in our schools. We have ignored research and data…It doesn’t matter if a student is a gifted artist, a 
loving caretaker, a poetic writer, or a talented musician. THOSE students are the fish being measured on how they 
climb trees…And because we have a Toxic Culture of Education, policies, teachers, and schools have accepted 
accountability for students, including all THOSE students. We take the blame for a student that has no moral 
compass. We take the blame for a student that cannot focus because he hasn’t eaten since yesterday’s lunch. We take 
the blame for a student that cannot stay awake in class because she spends her nights on a different couch, depending 
on which friend takes her in. When those students don’t “score well”, we get blamed. And we take it. We accept it. 
Because we love the kids. We are the only ones protecting them from this Toxic Culture of Education…The reality is 
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that the word “rigor” has completely replaced the word ‘relevant’…There is an ENORMOUS opportunity in our 
economy for our students, but we just don’t enable it in our schools because we are focusing on ‘college ready’ and 
‘rigor’… Let’s teach them how to learn and how to innovate, NOT how to take tests. We must change the focus of our 
Toxic Culture away from curriculum, teachers, and schools, and WE MUST focus on our students! Let’s stop 
measuring fish by how well they climb trees.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/24/lets-stop-measuring-fish-by-how-well-they-climb-trees/  
 

03d 11 key questions on standardized testing for Congress to answer. March 9, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/09/11-key-questions-on-standardized-testing-for-congress-to-
answer/ 
 

03e Why NAEP isn’t really ‘the nation’s report card’. February 28, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post. Article by Richard Rothstein, Economic Policy Institute. Mr R. explores how the federal 
government’s National Assessment of Education Progress skews its “report card” to promote its illegal endorse-and-
sanction selective-subject (high-stakes) testing agenda (NCLB, RttT, Common Core State Standards). Excerpts: 
“When law and policy hold schools accountable primarily for their students’ math and reading test scores, educators 
inevitably, and rationally, devote less instructional resources to history, the sciences, the arts and music, citizenship, 
physical and emotional health, social skills, a work ethic and other curricular areas. 
 
Over the last decade, racial minority and socio-economically disadvantaged students have suffered the most from this 
curricular narrowing. As those with the lowest math and reading scores, theirs are the teachers and schools who are 
under the most pressure to devote greater time to test prep, and less to the other subjects of a balanced instructional 
program. 
 
One way the federal government promotes this distortion is through its National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), an assessment administered biennially in every state, but only in math and reading. Government officials 
spend considerable effort publicizing the results. They call NAEP “the nation’s report card,” but no parent would be 
satisfied with so partial and limited a report card for his or her child.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/28/why-naep-isnt-really-the-nations-report-card/ 
 

03f De-legitimizing public education. November 11, 2010. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Article by Marion Brady, UCLA educator, administrator, curriculum designer, author and columnist. 
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/answer-sheet/guest-bloggers/de-legitimizing-public-educati.html 
 

03g What happened to “scientifically-based” research in ed Policy? September 15, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Updated from P.L. Thomas; Professor of Education, author of “Ignoring 
Poverty in the U.S.”, Alternet.com. The commentary in the last paragraph advises; “In the coming decade, we must 
finally fulfill NCLB’s call for scientifically-based research starting with repealing NCLB and ending our commitment 
to the [high stakes] accountability era.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/09/15/what-happened-to-scientifically-based-research-in-ed-policy/ 
 

03h ‘No one really cares, do they?’ November 27, 2013. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
Excerpts: “Actually, a lot of people care, because it affects what happens in classrooms to children, but, apparently, 
it’s not too much of a concern to enough members of Congress, which was supposed to rewrite No Child Left Behind 
when it expired on Sept. 30, 2007…But if Congress doesn’t get around to it, the law stays in force, so while almost 
everybody in education knows NCLB is desperately flawed, it still is affecting public schools.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/11/27/no-one-really-cares-do-they/ 
 

03i “Will there be anything we will need to remember after the test?” January 6, 2011. From Valerie Strauss’ 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Dennis Van Roekel, National Education Association and high 
school teacher. This vulnerable student’s innocent-yet-revealing question questions the very future of our current 
negligent high-stakes standardized-testing system as well as America’s future. 
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/answer-sheet/guest-bloggers/nclb-will-there-be-anything-we.html 
 

03j Are We Testing Too Much? June 17, 2011. Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation of Teachers 
(AFT), published by Huffington Post. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/randi-weingarten/are-we-testing-too-much_b_876107.html 
 

03k Ravitch: The ‘White House’s’ obsession with data is sick. February 5, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Excerpt of Diance Ravitch’s AFT speech: “It makes me want to throw up…the 
White House’s obsession with data is sick.” (The frustration-inspired, strongest words yet from co-leader of real-
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education reform.) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/05/ravitch-the-white-houses-obsession-with-data-is-sick/ 
 

03l 11 problems created by the standardized testing obsession. April 22, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Ron Maggiano, veteran teacher, 2005 Disney Teacher Award for 
innovation and creativity, 2006 American Historical Association Beveridge Family Teaching Prize for 
outstanding K-12 teaching; he explains why he resigned from his job teaching at a public school in Virginia: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/22/11-problems-created-by-the-standardized-testing-obsession/ 
 

03m ‘I would love to teach but…’. December 31, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. 
Article by veteran 7th grade innovative teacher, who fears her school administration. Here are a few excerpts:  
“It is with a heavy, frustrated heart that I announce the end of my personal career in education, disappointed and 
resigned because I believe in learning…I come from a long line of teachers and I loved school from day one…To 
pursue this calling, I worked hard to earn the title of ‘classroom teacher’, but I became quickly disillusioned when my 
title of teacher did not in any way reflect my actual job. I realized that I am not permitted to really teach students 
anything…Now, I was called to drag them through shallow activities that measured meaningless but ‘measurable’ 
objectives…I resigned myself to the superficial curriculum that encouraged mindless conformity… I had lowered the 
bar so much that it took hardly anything to pass…They are not allowed to fail…I taught the bare minimum and didn’t 
feel like my students learned anything of value, but they all got good grades. I got frequent praise for being such a 
‘good teacher.’ It made me physically ill…I would love to teach, but I will not spend another day under the 
expectations that I prepare every student for the increasing numbers of meaningless [standardized] tests that take 
advantage of children for the sake of profit…We cannot broaden our students’ horizons by placing them and their 
teachers into narrow boxes unless they plan to bury them.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/31/i-would-love-to-teach-but/ 
 

03n Mom’s letter to college-bound daughter: Why ‘I have reason to fear’. July 18, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Vicki Abeles, producer and co-director of education documentary “Race 
to Nowhere”, attorney and mother of three, in a letter written to her daughter Jamey, encouraging her to “stay true to 
the strong and talented self you’ve worked so hard to find, and show the world what college really is for.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/07/18/moms-letter-to-college-bound-daughter-why-i-have-reason-
to-fear/ 
 

03o Kindergarten show canceled so kids can keep studying to become ‘college and career ready’. Really. April 26, 
2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  Disturbing information in a letter sent to 
parents by the interim principal and four teachers of the Harley Avenue Primary School, Elwood, N.Y.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/26/kindergarten-show-canceled-so-kids-can-keep-working-to-
become-college-and-career-ready-really/ 
 

03p ‘Sweat shop’ kindergarten: ‘It’s maddening’. June 8, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Reader comment in response to the “You won’t believe these kindergarten schedules”. Excerpt: “These 
schedule do not accommodate active children. Since more boys are more active than girls (overall), these schedules 
will have an undue impact on boys relative to girls. This strikes me as illegally discriminatory and is something that 
the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) should focus on. 
 

Right now, the OCR is focusing on the disparate impact of disciplinary measures taken against children of color 
relative to other children. Will these stringent kindergarten schedules make this issue worse? I believe so. 
 

There are some researchers who believe that kids from some cultures have more active learning style than others. 
How will this impact these children? — not in a good way, I’m sure.” ̶ MidwestPragmatic 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/08/sweat-shop-kindergarten-its-maddening/ 
 

03q An 8-year-old talks about test prep. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by 
Sandy Stenoff, mother and education activist, advocate for Florida public schools. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/09/an-8-year-old-talks-about-test-prep/ 
 

03r Real learning doesn’t ‘look like 6-year-olds slumped in chairs … staring at iPads’ — parent tells school board. 
June 12, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Comments from a parent of child in 
Cambridge Public Schools, Massachusetts, testifying before a panel of the school committee. Excerpt: “Children 
learn best when the learning is personal; when a child inhabits the lesson, the child will learn. That is how children 
develop and hone their inquiry and critical thinking skills. It is in the doing. All this time spent “catching up,” 
gathering data, taking tests and especially pulling struggling students out of their classes and away from their peers 
is doing real damage to the psyches of our smallest children. This is not how you close achievement gaps. This is 
called tracking, and when you start this kind of separation in kindergarten and first grade you are forever sending a 
message to students about who is capable and who is not… Teachers, parents, principals, superintendents: We are all 
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saying “enough focus on testing.” We don’t need the PARCC, we need our schools back.” ̶ Tassia Thomas, parent  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/12/real-learning-doesnt-look-like-6-year-olds-slumped-in-chairs-
staring-at-ipads-parent-tells-school-board/  
 

03s You won’t believe these kindergarten schedules. June 2, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/02/you-wont-believe-these-kindergarten-schedules/  
 

03t Mom: My kindergartner was ‘work-sheeted to death’. July 19, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/07/19/mom-my-kindergartner-was-work-sheeted-to-death/ 
 

03u The Paradox of Classroom Boredom. August 6, 2013. Mark Bauerlein, Professor of English, Emory University. 
Education Week.  
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/08/07/37bauerlein.h32.html 
 

03v The disturbing shift underway in early childhood classrooms. August 2, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by early-education experts McLaughlin, Carlsson-Paige and Levin, 
‘Defending the Early Years’ survey.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/08/02/the-disturbing-shift-underway-in-early-childhood-classrooms/ 
 

03w Four Lessons From Early Education. July 18, 2014. Joan Wasser Gish, Commentary, Education Week. 
Excerpts: “Educating the “whole child” is the linchpin of early-childhood pedagogy and refers to fostering growth 
across five domains of human development: cognitive, language, social, emotional, and physical…Early-childhood 
teachers also emphasize curiosity and creativity… and the intentional development of social-emotional and character 
skills.”  
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/07/18/37gish.h33.html 
 

03x The segregation of kindergartners - by the numbers. June 30, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Article by Elaine Weiss and Emma Garcia.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/30/the-segregation-of-kindergartners-by-the-numbers/ 
 

03y Kindergarten teacher: My job is now about tests and data — not children. I quit. March 23, 2014. From 
Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article about Susan Sluyter, 25-year veteran teacher, 
Cambridge Public Schools; in her resignation letter to her school district: “It is with deep love and a broken 
heart that I write this letter (of resignation).”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/23/kindergarten-teacher-my-job-is-now-about-tests-and-data-not-
children-i-quit/ 
 

03z A very scary headline about kindergarteners. February 6, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. The Oregonian op-ed by Rob Saxton and Jada Rupley, State of Oregon DOE. Excerpts 
include: “This is the legacy of behaviorism: Children are treated as passive receptacles of knowledge, with few 
opportunities to investigate topics and pose questions that they find intriguing. In place of discovery and exploration, 
tots are trained to sit still and listen, to memorize lists of letters, numbers, and colors. Their success or failure is 
relentlessly monitored and quantified, and they’re “reinforced” with stickers or praise for producing right answers 
and being compliant…It’s already been happening for years, and it appears to be getting worse. The end result will 
be kids who hate school even earlier than they do now.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/06/a-really-scary-headline-about-kindergarteners/ 
 

03aa Teacher to 3rd graders: I apologize for having to ‘quantify you with a number’. February 18, 2014. From 
Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article regarding a letter written by Wendi Pillars, an 
ESL teacher in a rural high-poverty school in North Carolina, member of Center for Teaching Quality (CTQ) 
Collaboratory; submitted by Barnett Berry, founder and CEO of CTQ.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/18/teacher-to-3rd-graders-i-apologize-for-having-to-quantify-
you-with-a-number/ 
 

03bb Ten ways to fix the mess that is kindergarten. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. 
Article by Laurie Levy, founder and executive director of Cherry Preschool in Evanson, IL, writer on the 
subject of early childhood education.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/08/07/ten-ways-to-fix-the-mess-that-is-kindergarten/ 
 

03cc One more thing there isn’t time for in kindergarten anymore. March 26, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/26/one-more-thing-there-isnt-time-for-in-kindergarten-anymore/ 
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03dd What are U.S. ESEA/NCLB-designated core academic subjects? English reading or language, arts, math, science, 

foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, history and geography. 
http://www2.ed.gov/teachers/nclbguide/toolkit_pg10.html 
 

03ee Just 1 in 4 Young Teens Meet U.S. Fitness Guidelines. January 8, 2013. The Associated Press (AP). (In many 
American public and charter schools, high-stakes standardized-testing has replaced recess and most P.E. classes as 
well as other subjects and opportunities such as band and orchestra, especially harmful to the very young and 
disadvantaged.) 
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/01/08/664505usmedkidsfitness_ap.html?tkn=POQFVjY%2BURFcxlz%2FVg%2BnXuI1
kroeWkdktjgF  
 

03ff Why so many kids can't sit still in school today. July 8, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Excerpts: “In order for children to learn, they need to be able to pay attention. In order to pay attention, we 
need to let them move… We need to fix the underlying issue. Recess times need to be extended and kids should be 
playing outside as soon as they get home from school. Twenty minutes of movement a day is not enough!”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/07/08/why-so-many-kids-cant-sit-still-in-school-today/ 
 

03gg What parents really think about school reform? July 22, 2013. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/07/22/what-parents-really-think-about-school-reform/ 
 

03hh What Americans like best about their favorite teachers. April 5, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/05/the-no-1-trait-of-americans-favorite-teachers/ 
 

03ii The Dangerous Consequence of High-Stakes Standardized Testing, December 17, 2007. The National Center 
for Fair and Open Testing, aka FairTest.  
http://www.fairtest.org/facts/Dangerous%20Consequences.html 
 

03jj The Complete List of Problems with High-Stakes Standardized Tests. November 1, 2011. From Valerie 
Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Marion Brady, veteran teacher, administrator, 
curriculum designer, author and columnist. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/the-complete-list-of-problems-with-high-stakes-standardized-
tests/2011/10/31/gIQA7fNyaM_blog.html 
 

03kk The Case Against High Stakes Testing. Ongoing updates. The National Center for Fair and Open Testing, aka 
FairTest. 
http://fairtest.org/k-12/high%20stakes 
 

03ll The Days of High-Stakes Tests Are Numbered and That’s a Good Thing. March 21, 2014. By Reihan Salam, 
The Agenda blog, National Review Online.  
http://www.nationalreview.com/agenda/373954/days-high-stakes-tests-are-numbered-and-thats-good-thing-reihan-salam 
 

03mm Too Much Test and Punish. April 30, 2012. Janice Resseger, United Church of Christ.  
http://www.ucc.org/justice/advocacy_resources/witness-for-justice/too-much-test-and-punish.html 
 

03nn While students shore up basics, electives are beyond reach. February 2, 2011. Sharon Noguchi, The Mercury 
Times, San Jose, CA.  
http://www.mercurynews.com/education/ci_17275794 
 

03oo A dozen problems with charter schools. May 20, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Written by by Jessie B. Ramey, the parent of two children in Pittsburgh public schools, historian of 
working families, gender, race and U.S. social policy and teaches women’s studies and history at the University 
of Pittsburgh.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/20/a-dozen-problems-with-charter-schools/  
 

03pp Charter performance improving, but still varied. June 25, 2013. Stanford University, Center for Research on 
Education Outcomes (CREDO).  
http://hechingered.org/content/charter-performance-improving-but-still-
varied_6288/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Hechingered+%28HechingerEd%29 
 

03qq The problem with how we talk about poverty and kids. July 24, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
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Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article forwarded by Barnett Berry, Center for 
Teaching Quality. Letter written by Wendi Pillars, ESL and 3rd grade teacher of 17 years.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/02/18/teacher-to-3rd-graders-i-apologize-for-having-to-quantify-
you-with-a-number/ 
 

08ss A new ‘no excuses’ school reform mantra. October 31, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Article by George Wood, school district superintendent. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/10/31/a-new-no-excuses-school-reform-mantra/ 
 

08tt Let them eat grit. December 13, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by 
Joe Bower, teacher, Alberta, Canada. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/13/let-them-eat-grit/ 
 

08uu Statement Against High-Stakes Testing, February 19, 2014, by Massachusetts Professors and Researchers. 
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09j TENTH AMENDMENT – RESERVED POWERS. See Federal Regulations Affecting State Activities and 

Instrumentalities (Pg. 1514): “The U.S. Supreme Court’s 1992 decision in New York v. United States”  
http://gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/GPO-CONAN-1992/pdf/GPO-CONAN-1992-10-11.pdf  
 

09k  “And the Fourteenth Amendment [of the U.S. Constitution] starts out by saying that everyone who’s born here is 
a citizen of the United States and no state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United States. Then it demands states to respect due process, equal protection, and a 
whole bunch of other restrictions. And so what that means is that starting in 1868 when the Fourteenth 
Amendment was ratified, states were held to national civil rights standards so they cannot take your guns away or 
ban newspapers or force you to follow a religion that conflicts with your values.”  –from the Glen Beck Show, Fox 
News, June 29, 2010, excerpt from Alan Gura, constitutional law attorney.  
 

09l Fundamentals of Constitutional Law for Legal Services Practitioners: Due Process and Equal Protection. 
Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law. Excerpts from Section III, “Equal Protection”:  

o “Where a law treats certain classes of people differently than others, a potential equal protection claim 
arises.” (pg 10) 

o A. 14th Amendment. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws. (pg 10) 

o “The Equal Protection Clause directs that ‘all persons similarly circumstanced shall be treated alike.’ F.S. 
Royster Guano Co. v. Virginia, 253 U.S. 412, 415 (1920)”. (pg 15)  

http://www.allartsallkids.org/pdf/DueProcessEqualProtectionManual.pdf 
 

09m Your Education Is Not An Equal-Opportunity. May 16, 2011. Sam Chaltain, CNN.com. Excerpts: “Should your 
ZIP code determine your access to the American dream? Or is the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee to provide ‘equal 
protection’ a principle we have silently agreed to uphold in theory – but not in practice? …‘where the state has 
undertaken to provide it, is a right which must be made available to all on equal terms.’, Thurgood Marshall, (Brown 
v. Board of Education, 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision victory…). ‘Education directly affects the ability of a child 
to exercise his or her First Amendment Rights”. 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/05/16/chaltain.equal.education/index.html 
 

09n A silver lining in the Vergara decision? June 11, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Article by Kevin Welner director of the National Education Policy Center, an attorney and professor of 
education policy at the University of Colorado Boulder. Excerpts: “The main precedent relied upon in the Vergara 
decision is a 1992 decision of the California Supreme Court called Thomas K. Butt v. State of California. In that 
case, the Court found that students’ equal protection rights were violated when Richmond Public Schools ran out of 
money and ended the spring semester six weeks early. The Court held that the State of California had a constitutional 
duty to step in to ensure that these students receive “basic equality of educational opportunity…To see why this is 
important, consider an area of education policy that I have researched a great deal over the years: tracking (aka 
“ability grouping”). There are likely hundreds of thousands of children in California who are enrolled in low-track 
classes, where the expectations, curricula and instruction are all watered down. These children are denied equal 
educational opportunities; the research regarding the harms of these low-track classes is much stronger and deeper 
than the research about teachers Judge Treu found persuasive in the Vergara case. That is, plaintiffs’ attorneys 
would easily be able to show a “real and appreciable impact” on students’ fundamental right to equality of 
education. Further, the harm from enrollment in low-track classes falls disproportionately on lower-income students 
and students of color… This type of analysis could be repeated for a wide array of other policies and practices, such 
as transportation, school choice, buildings, funding formulas, access to computer technology, enriched curriculum, 
testing and accountability policies, and segregated and stratified schools. If the relatively anemic facts and 
evidentiary record in Vergara support the striking down of five state statutes, it’s almost mind-boggling what the 
future may hold for education rights litigation in California (again, if the appellate courts use similar 
reasoning)…Would this be a bad thing? In my view, not necessarily. Courts play an extremely important role: 
protecting political minorities from the tyranny of the political majority. When they relinquish that role, stepping 
aside and granting discretion to the executive and legislative branches, the easily foreseeable consequence is that 
laws and rules will disadvantage that minority. The Vergara plaintiffs and Judge Treu, whether intentionally or 
unintentionally, are pointing us to a different model—what is sometimes denounced as “judicial activism.” But active 
engagement of courts to demand that the educational opportunities of minorities are protected could be a crucial step 
forward toward meaningfully closing opportunity gaps and thus achievement gaps. These days, we need all the silver 
linings we can find.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/11/a-silver-lining-in-the-vergara-decision/ 
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09o How, after 60 years, Brown v. Board of Education succeeded — and didn’t. April 24, 2014. From Valerie 
Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/24/how-after-60-years-brown-v-board-of-education-succeeded-
and-didnt/ 
 

09p How to help students of color, 60 years after historic Brown v. Board ruling. May 17, 2014. From Valerie 
Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by U.S. Rep. Federica S. Wilson and Dennis Van Roekel, 
president of the National Education Association.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/17/how-to-help-students-of-color-60-years-after-historic-brown-
v-board-ruling/ 
 

09q Academic civil-rights speech given to Vista, California USD School Board by Anne Fennell, teacher. August 6, 
2009. Curriculum writer, arts advocate, includes legal civil-rights explanations of academic profiling and segregation 
from paragraph 6. Vista, California.   
http://www.nammfoundation.org/system/files/Fennell_Speech.pdf 
 

09r Real learning doesn’t ‘look like 6-year-olds slumped in chairs … staring at iPads’ — parent tells school board. 
June 12, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Comments from a parent of child in 
Cambridge Public Schools, Massachusetts, testifying before a panel of the school committee. Excerpt: “Children 
learn best when the learning is personal; when a child inhabits the lesson, the child will learn. That is how children 
develop and hone their inquiry and critical thinking skills. It is in the doing. All this time spent “catching up,” 
gathering data, taking tests and especially pulling struggling students out of their classes and away from their peers 
is doing real damage to the psyches of our smallest children. This is not how you close achievement gaps. This is 
called tracking, and when you start this kind of separation in kindergarten and first grade you are forever sending a 
message to students about who is capable and who is not… Teachers, parents, principals, superintendents: We are all 
saying “enough focus on testing.” We don’t need the PARCC, we need our schools back.” ̶ Tassia Thomas  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/12/real-learning-doesnt-look-like-6-year-olds-slumped-in-chairs-
staring-at-ipads-parent-tells-school-board/  
 

09s Why school isn’t for children anymore — teacher. March 3, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Letter from Dawn Neely-Randall, 24 year veteran teacher. A few excerpts: “And since they’re 
going off to middle school next year, I want them to start with the highest “label” they can get (because with these 
tests, students DO get labeled and the state is the biggest “label lover” of them all [profiling])… And do we get the 
graded tests back? No! We get “scores” but no graded tests…So do I TRUST the scoring? No. Why aren’t parents 
DEMANDING to see their students’ graded tests from the state? I don’t know…And I’ll get my label, too, based on 
their label. From my school district. From my state. For my life…But I have to tell you, school just isn’t for children 
anymore.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/03/why-school-isnt-for-children-anymore-teacher/ 
 

09t The segregation of kindergartners – by the numbers. June 30, 2014. From Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Article by Eleine Weiss and Emma Garcia.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/30/the-segregation-of-kindergartners-by-the-numbers/ 
 

09u ‘Sweat shop’ kindergarten: ‘It’s maddening’.  June 8, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Reader comment in response to the “You won’t believe these kindergarten schedules” article by Valerie 
Strauss. Excerpts: “These schedule do not accommodate active children. Since more boys are more active than girls 
(overall), these schedules will have an undue impact on boys relative to girls. This strikes me as illegally 
discriminatory and is something that the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) should focus on. 
 

Right now, the OCR is focusing on the disparate impact of disciplinary measures taken against children of color 
relative to other children. Will these stringent kindergarten schedules make this issue worse? I believe so. 
 

There are some researchers who believe that kids from some cultures have more active learning style than others. 
How will this impact these children? — not in a good way, I’m sure.” ̶ MidwestPragmatic 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/08/sweat-shop-kindergarten-its-maddening/ 
 

09v Controlling education from the top: Why Common Core is bad for America. #87, May 2012, A Pioneer 
Institute and American Principles Project White Paper, by Emmett McGroarty and Jane Robbins. Includes legal 
analysis; refer to document, page 12 B: “The Common Core Standards/Race to the Top effort violates three federal 
statutes and eliminates…” and page 15 C: “The Common Core Standards scheme requires a governance system that 
will further impair state and parental rights.”   
http://pioneerinstitute.org/download/controlling-education-from-the-top/ 
 

09w 6 reasons to reject Common Core K-3 standards — and 6 rules to guide policy. May 2, 2014. Valerie Strauss, 
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Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/02/6-reasons-to-reject-common-core-k-3-standards-and-6-
axioms-to-guide-policy/ 
 

09x Ravitch: The best reason to oppose the Common Core Standards. March 24, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Diane Ravitch, education historian and activist, former Assistant 
Secretary of Education. Excerpt: “Impartiality – No one interest dominates the process or is favored over another.” 
(This is just one of 12 U.S. Standardization systems fatally accepted principles, for example: math and English 
endorsed over all other subjects curricula). 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/24/ravitch-the-best-reason-to-oppose-the-common-core-
standards/ 
 

09y Is testing taking over our schools? An entire faculty answers. April 2, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. An editorial written by the entire faculty of P.S. 167 – The Metropolitan 
Expeditionary Learning School (New York City); also published on the Hechinger Report, a nonprofit, non-
partisan educational news outlet affiliated with the Hechinger Institute on Education and the Media. Excerpt: 
“…over a third of our children have more anxiety about standardized tests than any other issue. One teacher at our 
school asked her seventh-graders how they felt about the tests. The word “scared” came up multiple times, as did the 
word ‘hate.’ ‘I feel nervous,’ said one, ‘because you think you’re not going to pass.’ Another protested, ‘I don’t think 
tests show our learning, and they don’t show our growth.’ A third stated, ‘It makes it more possible to fail.’…many 
schools have chosen to focus more and more of the school year on what is often called ‘test prep’ [aka teaching to the 
test]… Many of us as teachers think of test prep as unprofessional and unethical. All of us believe curriculum 
should never begin or end with standardized tests.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/02/is-testing-taking-over-our-schools-an-entire-faculty-answers/ 
 

09z Teachers refuse to administer standardized tests. April 4, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Three teachers, members of the Teachers of Conscience group, from P.S. 364 Earth School 
(New York City) deliver a letter of “opting-out” from Common Core state standardized tests (CCSS) to their 
administration. Excerpts: “We find ourselves at a point in the progress of education reform in which clear acts of 
conscience will be necessary to preserve the integrity of public education. We can no longer implement policies that 
seek to transform the broad promises of public education into a narrow obsession with the ranking and sorting of 
children.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/04/teachers-refuse-to-administer-standardized-tests/ 
 

09aa What My Students Think About Standardized Tests. March 18, 2014. By Nicolas Ferroni, The Blog, 
Education, Huffington Post. Excerpt: “I believe that standardized tests put us in different categories and separate us 
as students. We need these tests to differentiate the students.” [labeling and profiling, segregating] – Jada, 10th grade. 
“I think that they are truly pointless. It doesn’t tell how smart a student is because some people don’t work well under 
pressure and stress.” – Leshay, 10th grade. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nicholas-ferroni/what-my-standardized-tests_b_4981580.html 
 

09bb Still Segregated, Still Unequal: Analyzing the Impact of NCLB on African American Students. March 2007. 
Christopher Knaus from National Urban League. 
http://www.berkeleyrep.org/school/images/Knaus.pdf 
 

09cc Call for Action in Education. November 2011. NAACP Education Department: Introduction – “The 1954 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision embodied in our law the fundamental insight that separate is never 
equal – minority students, especially black and Latino students, are consistently resource deprived in comparison to 
white students. The facts are clear: the persistent failure of schools to provide equality of opportunity for all students 
is having a devastating impact on communities of color and the future of our nation. The adverse impact of these 
inequalities is long-term and is reflected in racial disparities not only in education but in future employment, poverty, 
and incarceration rates.”  
http://www.allartsallkids.org/references/call_for_action_excerpts.pdf 
 

09bb Academics call for pause in PISA tests. May 13, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Excerpt from an open letter written by academics and school activists from around the world to Andreas 
Schleicher, director of the Program of International Student Assessment (PISA): “…in the US, Pisa has been invoked 
as a major justification for the recent “Race to the Top” programme, which has increased the use of 31tandardized 
testing for student-, teacher-, and administrator evaluations, which rank and label students, as well as teachers and 
administrators according to the results of tests widely known to be imperfect (see, for example, Finland’s unexplained 
decline from the top of the Pisa table).” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/13/academics-call-for-pause-in-pisa-tests/ 
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09cc China’s Determination to End School Choice and Testing: New Development. February 19, 2014. Yong Zhao, 
University of Oregon, Presidential Chair in the departments of Educational Methodology, Policy, and 
Leadership. JCT comment: This article draws a parallel between Chinese and American rights violations. Give 
special attention to the final paragraph. 
http://zhaolearning.com/2014/02/19/china%E2%80%99s-determination-to-end-school-choice-and-testing-new-development/ 
 

09dd Civil rights framework for providing all students an opportunity to learn through reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act [ESEA]. July 26, 2010. (The complete framework presented to 
President Obama). 
http://www.otlcampaign.org/resources/civil-rights-framework-providing-all-students-opportunity-learn-through-reauthorization-el 
 

09ee Civil Rights Groups Criticize Race to the Top Competition for Schools. August 24, 2010. Louis Freedburg. 
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/civil-rights-groups-criticize-race-top-competition-schools-4236 
 

09ff Why Civil Rights Groups Oppose the Obama Agenda. September 14, 2010. Diane Ravitch, Bridging 
Differences blog. Commenting on “Framework for providing all students with an opportunity to learn a 
report” written by 8 national civil rights groups, and how it was muted by personal appeals from Secretary Duncan 
and President Obama.  
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/2010/09/dear_deborah_in_late_july.html 
 

09gg Black educator: Is the education reform movement too white? June 3, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Andre Perry, founding dean of urban education, Davenport 
University, Grand Rapids, MI, author of The Garden Path: The Miseducation of a City. Excerpt: “But let’s also 
stipulate that overwhelmingly white movements pursuing change for black and brown communities are inherently 
paternalistic…Reform is being done to communities of color.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/06/03/black-educator-is-the-education-reform-movement-too-white/ 
 

09hh The Common Core Memorandum of Understanding: What a Story. October 14, 2013. Deutsch29, Mercedes 
Schneider’s EduBlog. Helps explain CCSS legalities, ownership and extent of federal involvement and influence.  
http://deutsch29.wordpress.com/2013/10/14/the-common-core-memorandum-of-understanding-what-a-story/ 
 

09ii The irony in new study that bashes popular teacher evaluation method. May 13, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Excerpt: “This method of assessment has become increasingly adopted during the 
Obama administration because Education Secretary Arne Duncan made these teacher evaluation systems mandatory 
for states that wanted to compete for Race to the Top grant money or receive a waiver from the most onerous 
demands of No Child Left Behind. In fact, the Education Department just revoked Washington state’s NCLB waiver 
because it had failed to do this.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/13/the-irony-in-new-study-that-bashes-popular-teacher-
evaluation-method/ 
 

09jj How students will be affected by federal revocation of Washington’s NCLB waiver. May 8, 2014. From Valerie 
Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Mary Fertakis, M.Ed., a veteran district school board 
director in Washington state, former president of the Washington State School Directors Association. Excerpts: 
“I have been a school board director in Washington state for the entire NCLB era. We’ve had Republican and 
Democrat presidents, and Republicans and Democrats controlling the U.S. House during that time, and  re-
authorization has gone nowhere under all of them… There is plenty of blame for adults at the federal and state level 
to share, but the failure ultimately rests with Congress. And the biggest losers — not failures — in Washington state 
are those who have no voice or vote: our children.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/08/how-students-will-be-affected-by-federal-revocation-of-
washingtons-nclb-waiver/ 
 

09kk 50 myths and lies about public schools. March 18, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post. Examples by educational psychologist David C. Berliner and education professor Gene V. Glass: 
 International tests show that the U.S. has a second-rate educational system. 
 American K-12 education is being dumbed-down. 
 School uniforms improve achievement and attendance. 
 Group projects wastes children’s time and punish the most talented. 
 Education will lift the poor out of poverty and materially enrich our entire nation. (full article via link below) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/18/50-terrible-ideas-for-improving-schools/ 
 

09ll The link between charter school expansion and increasing segregation. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post. March 13, 2014. Excerpts from article by Iris C. Rotberg, Center for Curriculum 
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Standards and Technology at George Washington University Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development:  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/13/the-link-between-charter-school-expansion-and-increasing-
segregation/ 
 

09mm The problem with how we talk about poverty and kids. July 24, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet 
blog, Washington Post. Article by Ellie Herman, writer/producer for major primetime TV series, became an 
English teacher “on an impulse”, with a job at a South Los Angeles charter school that was over 90 percent 
Latino and below the poverty line, where she has taught drama, creative writing, 11 and 9th grade 
Composition. Excerpt: “the people who say poverty is no excuse for low performance are now using teacher 
accountability as an excuse for doing nothing about poverty.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/07/24/the-problem-with-how-we-talk-about-poverty-and-kids/ 
 

09nn Charter schools ‘must’ comply with U.S. civil rights laws, Education Dept. says (finally). May 15, 2014. Valerie 
Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/15/charter-schools-must-comply-with-u-s-civil-rights-laws-
education-dept-says-finally/ 
 

09oo Dear colleague letter: from the Office for Civil Rights, Department of Education (re. charter schools). May 14, 
2014. Excerpt: “I am writing to remind you that the Federal civil rights laws, regulations, and guidance that apply 
to charter schools are the same as those that apply to other public schools…If you have any questions or would like 
technical assistance on these issues, I encourage you to contact the OCR office in your region. I particularly urge 
individuals designated to coordinate charter schools’ compliance with the civil rights laws to seek OCR’s assistance 
whenever needed…The list of OCR offices is available at 
http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm …You may also contact OCR’s Customer Service Team at 
(800)421-3481 or ocr@ed.gov.”  ̶ Catherine E. Lhamon, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201405-charter.pdf 
 

09pp The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America. September 13, 2005. Jonathan 
Kazol.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Shame_of_the_Nation 
 

09qq 13 ways high-stakes standardized tests hurt students. March 11, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/10/13-ways-high-stakes-standardized-tests-hurt-students/ 
 

09rr 2014 National Teacher of the Year: Let’s stop scapegoating teachers. April 30, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post. Excerpts from interview with Sean McComb, 2014 National Teacher of the Year.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/30/2014-national-teacher-of-the-year-lets-stop-scapegoating-
teachers/ 
 

09ss What poor children need in school. October 18, 2013. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington 
Post, article by Jack Schneider and Heather Curl, education historians, authors and former teachers.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/10/18/what-poor-children-need-in-school/ 
 

09tt 15 Strategies for Placing Excellent Teachers in High-Need Schools. August 1, 2014. Arthur Levine, Education 
Week.  
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/08/01/01levine.h33.html 
 

09uu Seven things kids need to read better (and raising standards isn’t one of them). April 17, 2014. From Valerie 
Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. Article by Ellie Herman, who had spent 20 years as a 
writer/producer for television series, including “Chicago Hope”, “Desperate Housewives”, etc. Since 2007, she 
has taken on a job as an English teacher for inner city school kids at a South Los Angeles charter school. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/17/seven-things-kids-need-to-read-better/ 
 

09vv School reformers love ‘choice,’ except when … March 19, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/03/19/school-reformers-love-choice-except-when/ 
 

09ww Do school ‘reformers’ really believe in accountability? Let’s look at Florida. April 29, 2014. Valerie Strauss, 
Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/04/29/do-school-reformers-really-believe-in-accountability-lets-
look-at-florida/ 
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09xx Facing the unhappy day: Three aspects of the high stakes testing movement. Winter, 2001. Kansas Journal of 

Law and Public Policy. 2002 prophetic comments. Many opposed NCLB and forecast its failure for students before 
and after it became law. Yet, lawmakers, U.S. Department of Education and incoming president Bush didn’t listen 
and learn nor trial-test before putting futures at risk for students and for America. ―John Charles Thompson, Parents 
and Students for Music and Arts 
http://www.allartsallkids.org/references/facing_unhappy_day_excerpts.pdf 
 

09yy Arne Duncan: Why can’t we be more like South Korea? January 18, 2014. Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post. Excerpt: “He also said that in the South Korean education system, opposite of our American 
school system, ‘students from low-income families are actually more likely than students from rich families to have 
high-quality teachers.’ He did not note, however, that it was his Education Department that persuaded Congress to 
include in the definition of “highly qualified teacher” student teachers and Teach For America recruits who get five 
weeks of summer training before being assigned to some of America’s neediest classrooms.”  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/18/arne-duncan-why-cant-we-be-more-like-south-korea/ 
 

09zz Holder, Duncan asked to investigate ‘racially discriminatory’ school closings in New Orleans. May 14, 2014. 
Valerie Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/05/14/holder-duncan-asked-to-investigate-racially-discriminatory-
school-closings-in-new-orleans/ 
 

09aaa No rich child left behind. April 27, 2013. Sean F. Reardon, NY Times, Opinionator.  
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/04/27/no-rich-child-left-behind/ 
 

09bbb If this isn’t school reform failure, what is? August 5, 2014. From Valerie Strauss’ Answer Sheet blog, 
Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/08/05/if-this-isnt-school-reform-failure-what-is/ 
 

09ccc Ed Dept. pours $43 million into reform program with questionable results. December 30, 2013. Valerie 
Strauss, Answer Sheet blog, Washington Post. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/12/30/ed-dept-pours-43-million-into-reform-program-with-
questionable-results/ 
 

09ddd New Census data: Children remain America’s poorest citizens, September 17, 2013. Valerie Strauss, Answer 
Sheet blog, Washington Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/09/17/new-census-data-children-remain-americas-poorest-citizens/ 
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